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potential. Over the last year, AOPO and the SRTR have also been conducting a pilot study with OPTN 

Region 8 OPOs to assess the feasibility and utility of collecting uniform, ventilated death data, leveraging 

lessons learned from the HRSA project. 

Most recently, the OPTN's Ad Hoc Systems Performance Committee (SPC), an interdisciplinary group of 

over sixty OPO, transplant hospital, and patient and donor representatives, also recommended 

mandating the direct collection of ventilated deaths from donor hospitals to support OPO performance 

monitoring. 2 

Regardless of what metric is used, assessing if an OPO is failing to meet a measure should be determined 

both empirically and practically. As was done with the SRTR's development of new (Bayesian) post­

transplant models and associated MPSC review triggers, a sound approach to identifying 

underperformance should evaluate the true-positive and false-positive rates, sensitivity, and specificity, 

of the selected algorithm, with input from the community regarding these tradeoffs. Additionally, the 

OPTN does not recommend using regulation to specify which variables should be used for model risk 

adjustment. This does not allow for timely refinements to the models over time to meet the changing 

landscape. 

The OPTN appreciates the opportunity to comment on this important effort and is committed to 

collaborating with CMS in the development of additional outcome measures. 

Sincerely, 

'-fY(��/VLJJ 
Maryl Johnson, President 

OPTN Board of Directors 

2 Neil, H., Overacre, B., Rabold M., Haynes CR. PDF file. "Table 9: OPO Metrics Beyond Organ Yield." OPTN Ad Hoc 
Systems Performance Committee Report to the OPTN Board, 10 June 2019 (p. 9). 
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