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COVID-19 impact on transplantation

2020
2019
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Waitlist changes
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Action 4
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 Updates to Candidate Data during 2020 COVID-19 Emergency 

 Allows transplant programs to use the most recently submitted clinical data for a candidate to maintain 
their current allocation priority 

 Relax Data Submission Requirements 

 Relaxes requirements for follow-up form submission so recipients and living donors do not need to visit 
to health care facilities for labs taken for the purpose of submitting post-transplant data

 Applications for Modifications of Kidney Waiting Time 

 Intended to prevent potential non-dialysis candidates who meet creatinine clearance or GFR criteria 
required for WL from being disadvantaged due to inability to obtain additional required testing

 Incorporation of COVID-19 testing in DonorNet® 

 Added optional data fields in DonorNet® to communicate testing for COVID-19. 

Emergency policy actions
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 SRTR will not be calculating 
or reporting outcomes for 
donors or transplants done 
after March 12, 2020

MPSC outcomes reviews
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 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, UNOS staff ceased traveling to conduct 
on-site surveys on March 10, 2020 

 Recognizing the increased burden COVID-19 has placed on many OPTN 
members, members may request a postponement of both on-site or desk 
surveys.

 Since March 10th UNOS has conducted 34 virtual site surveys
 Chart reviews still occur utilizing secure file transfer protocols

 Interviews with video options using virtual meeting platforms. 

 Education on OPTN resources and policies. 

 Site Surveys will remain virtual until it is safe for you and for UNOS staff to 
conduct them in person

 MQFeedback@unos.org

Monitoring Updates – Site Surveys
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Blank
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optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/covid-19
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Updates on DSA removal
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 Liver, intestine circles implemented on February 4
 Early data suggests increase in higher MELD transplants, increase in travel distance

 COVID emergence only one month into new policy confounds evaluation data

 Liver Committee monitoring data

 VCA removed regions June 2020

 Kidney, pancreas policy on schedule for December implementation



 Thank you to everyone who submitted by the deadline

 For the 65 applicants missing information, time is of the essence!! 
 The Board will act only on applications that have completed the MPSC review process.

 OPTN Website: Pediatric Implementation Toolkit 

 MembershipRequests@unos.org

Pediatric Bylaws Implementation Update
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Application Status Total %

Applications Received 278

Under MPSC review 6 2%

Ready for Board 177 64%

Awaiting more info from applicant 65 23%

https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/resources/pediatric-transplant/


Apply to volunteer
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